54    STORIES THAT WORDS  TELL  US.

It might seem curious that as Columbus had dis-
covered both North and South America, the con-
tinent was given the name of another man. As we
have seen, its name was taken from that of another
explorer, Amerigo Vespucci. The reason for this
was that Columbus never really knew that he had
discovered a " New World." He believed that he
had come by another way to the eastern coast of
Asia or Africa. The islands which he first dis-
covered were for this reason called the Indies, and
the West Indies they remain to this day.

It was Amerigo Vespucci who first announced to
the world, in a book which he published in 1507
(three years after Christopher Columbus had died
in loneliness and poverty), that the new lands were
indeed a great new continent, and not Asia or
Africa at all. People later on said that Amerigo
Vespucci had discovered a new continent, and that
it ought to be called by his name. This is how the
name America came into use; but of course the
work of Vespucci was not to be compared with that
of the great adventurer who first sailed across the
" Sea of Darkness," and was the real discoverer of
the New World.

Though it was the Spaniards who discovered
North America, it was the English who chiefly colon-
ized it.

It is interesting to notice the names which the
early English colonists scattered over the northern
continent. We might gather from them that, just